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Field Crops Newsletter:

September 2006

In General:
Most of you probably feel the way I do
about this crop; I am ready for it to be history.
Instead of being “wrapped in maroon and white”
as Jack Cristil says, this one will be wrapped in
red. Drought and high temperatures have dealt us
a hard blow, and regardless of our best efforts
most of the state’s crops will be poor this year.
Only a few fortunate localities received enough
rain to keep crops going, and some of those are in
our area. Right now it looks like most of us will
do well to get past this one with our shirts.
Cotton:
Although a few fields were defoliated as
early as three weeks ago, the bulk of defoliation
will likely get started next week as many fields
approach the 50 to 70 percent open level. That
method of deciding when to apply defoliant will
likely be the most commonly used tool this year
since in many cases bolls are opening prematurely.
The objective will be to get it done while
temperatures are still warm so that thiadiazuron
(Dropp and several other brands) products will
achieve their best level of defoliation and
regrowth suppression. I am concerned about the
possibility of regrowth becoming a problem,
especially if we start getting frequent rains.
Regrowth, along with prematurely opened bolls,
will be a big problem, so try to use products and
rates that will give you some help if this does
occur. As a way of increasing the amount of
thiadiazuron absorbed into plants I suggest you
add ammonium sulfate and surfactant to
applications.

We go through this discussion every year
about how to cut corners and save money on
defoliant applications; but we all know the value
of well-prepared fields when we get there with the
picker. There is no substitute for having a field
ready for harvest, since anything less than ready
will cost you in yield and quality. In most cases,
good defoliation will pay for itself by getting as
many bolls ready as possible, and quality will be
preserved as well.
Given all the challenges we’ve had in
growing this crop, let’s get it harvested and ginned
as quickly as possible and start thinking about next
year. I expect this crop to be an easy one to
defoliate. In some fields, leaves are already
falling off without defoliant. The abscission layer
that allows the leaf to fall from the plant is
probably already beginning to form. A little boost
from Def, Dropp, and Prep should release leaves.
The possible combinations of these and other
products are extensive, but this year defoliation
will probably be simple; the challenge will be to
prevent regrowth from taking over before you get
there to harvest. Because of this fact, don’t cut
corners on the thiadiazuron since it is the product
that best suppresses regrowth.
I expect you have noticed that potash
deficiency is showing in most fields this year, or
in some cases there are spots of verticillium and
fusarium wilt. This may be expected just prior to
opening in a year like this when soil moisture may
have limited the amount of potassium that plants
were able to extract form the soil. Another
possibility is that the high cost of fertilizers may
have caused some of you to reduce the amount of
potash applied to your fields. You may want to

mark a few of these spots that are showing
potassium deficiency today and test them to
determine whether potash levels are really low or
what other factors may have caused these spots to
appear. There is no doubt that yield and quality of
cotton will be reduced in the affected areas.
This is the best time to go and look at
cotton variety trials. I know you have lots of work
to do in preparation for the harvest, but a trip to
one of the variety trial locations may help you
understand the wide range of cotton varieties that
are available. I believe we are very close to the
time when big changes in variety selection may
take place. There are several excellent cotton
varieties in all technology classes from
conventional through Flex and Widestrike, and
you need to see them in the field under the
conditions we have had this year. Call me and I
will meet you at one of the locations.
Corn:

Yields are fairly good in some of the fields
that were fortunate enough to catch a few
localized rains; but generally yields are down
significantly from the past. This is the first year
since we started growing large acreages of corn
that I have seen corn yielding commonly below
100 bushels per acre. However; there are
exceptions to this statement where yields are near
our previous levels, but these cases are few. In
many fields, yields may range from below 50
bushels to above 150 bushels per acre, depending
on localized soil type and fertility.
Charcoal rot has been a big problem this
year, with stressed areas showing high levels of
this disease that has no real cure. It tends to affect
stressed areas worst, and in these areas corn plants
started expressing the disease shortly after
pollination. Thankfully, we’ve had no wind
problem to cause lodging this year. I expect that
had we experienced wind the areas affected by
charcoal rot might have crashed. I hope we will
be able to get the balance of this short crop out of
the field before a hurricane arrives. There is a lot
more to say about corn this year; we are doing

some interesting work on several things that may
offer hope in the future, particularly in the area of
disease management.
Soybean:
The story for soybean is similar to the one
for corn. Some fields that received localized rains
have performed well; but we have a lot of
soybeans that remind me of some of the situations
we had near the end of the soybean boom of the
seventies. It reminds me that soybeans are very
sensitive to soil fertility. Some people are still
trying to grow them as a low-input crop with poor
soil fertility and management. This did not work
before, and it still doesn’t.
Charcoal rot has also been a big problem in
soybeans, with some fields affected almost
entirely by the disease. As with corn, stress has
been the trigger that caused the crop to suffer this
fate. With the high temperatures and drought we
have experienced, I can’t in good conscience tell
you that this could have been avoided by some
special practice or trick. As it is today many of
these fields will do well to pay for production
expenses; some will not.
Wheat:
I am picking up a lot of interest in wheat
around the area. The thing I would like to caution
you about is that wheat needs similar soil pH and
nutrient levels as our summer crops. Wheat will
not produce well unless these factors are correct.
Drainage is another big consideration for wheat;
areas where drainage is poor probably should not
be planted to wheat unless you plan to fix the
problem very soon.
Variety selection for wheat is a challenge
since we have not grown much wheat in the last
few years. Most of the varieties are new to us
even though they have been thoroughly tested. I
am including here the list of suggested wheat
varieties for our area. Many of these may already
be in short supply. If you plan to grow wheat,
better be securing your seed.

In Conclusion:
I thought I had seen drought before this
year, but I know now that I had not. This year has
tried our determination, mainly because we know
that years like this are not supposed to occur, at
least in the view of the economic side of the
industry. They definitely do occur, as we all know;
but I doubt that the market and financial side of this
business will accept the fact even now. I am

concerned about the impact of this year on the
agriculture of our area; but it does not help to
worry. I understand that times like these are part of
the cycle in agriculture. If it does nothing more
than remind people of the importance of our craft it
will have been worth the trouble; but I doubt it will
have that effect.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D, CCA
Area Agent – Agronomic Crops
Mississippi State University Extension Service

